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Editorial
From a scorching summer, we have

come from, we all deserve a decent life.

CREDITS

entered a refreshing monsoon. The

Through our core areas of Shelter

drought situation in Maharashtra and

Assistance, Sanitation and Disaster

several other parts of the country made

Response, we are committed to build a

this summer even more difficult. Access
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for Humanity India's work in the area of
sanitation. Over the last 2 years, Habitat
has distributed over 1,500 water wheels
in Aurangabad, Latur, Nanded and Karjat
regions of Maharashtra. The intervention
has impacted the lives of over 8,000
individuals. You will read more about the
impact of water wheels in this edition of

We hope you enjoy reading this
newsletter as much as we enjoyed
putting it together for you.
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Best Regards,

Rajan Samuel

Managing Director,
Habitat for Humanity India

the newsletter.
At Habitat for Humanity India, we believe
that no matter who we are or where we

Habitat for Humanity at a Glance*
Families impacted

Individuals impacted

Homes built and repaired

Sanitation units built

States

1,34,893

6,54,757

61,342

45,139

20

Volunteers

People impacted through DRR

People impacted through Sensitise 2 Sanitise coalition

30,757

1,38,487

10,56,913
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Clean India, Clean Schools
awareness on the importance of hygiene
and sanitation. By working closely with
the local community, Habitat's BCC
team highlights the problems associated
with open defecation and discourages
people from practicing it. After the
inauguration of the sanitation facilities,
the Pfizer team headed for a build
activity. Together, they painted the
exterior of the school.

Mr. S. Sridhar, Managing Director, Pfizer and Mr. Rajan Samuel, Managing Director, Habitat India inaugurate sanitation facilities

The Government of India launched
Swachh Bharat, Swachh Vidyalaya
(Clean India, Clean Schools) campaign to
ensure that every school in India has a
set of functioning water, sanitation and
hygiene facilities. School sanitation is an
important component of Habitat for
Humanity India's Sensitise to Sanitise
vertical and aims to impact the lives of
students by building sanitation units in
schools. Habitat has joined hands with
Pfizer to build 137 sanitation and hand
wash units across 18 schools in the
adivasi areas of Karjat, Kalyan and

Ambernath in Maharashtra.
On 20th February 2016, a team of 30
employees from Pfizer visited Karjat to
inaugurate the sanitation facilities
constructed by Habitat for Humanity
India. These sanitation facilities include
western commodes, separate toilet
facilities for boys and girls and also an
incinerator for sanitary napkins. The
intervention is impacting the lives of over
1,538 people.

“The involvement of all
employees from Pfizer was truly
commendable. We at Habitat aim
to build better lives for people by
providing them with improved
sanitation facilities. Through this
partnership, we intend to educate
the schools and the young
leaders of tomorrow about the
importance of hygiene and
provide the right technological
support for the sanitation units.”

Through its Behaviour Change
Communication (BCC) initiative, Habitat
for Humanity India is also raising
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Mr. Rajan Samuel,
Managing Director,
Habitat for Humanity India

Developing A Model Village in Pedda Bidda
Vishakapatnam that was presided over
by Mr. Chandrababu Naidu, Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Present at
the event were Mr. Andy Mcguire, Group
Chief Operating Officer, HSBC plc and
Mr. Rajan Samuel, Managing Director,
Habitat for Humanity India. The Chief
Minister presented four families with the
keys to their new homes.
The project was completed in the month
of June 2016 and a Handover Ceremony
was held at Pedda Bidda on June 16,
2016. Mr. Subir Mehra, Global Head of
Operations – Global Service Centres,
HSBC and Mr. Sanjay Daswani, Senior
Pedda Bidda, a village located in

the houses in the village. Only 2 houses

Director – Resource Development and

Anathagiri Mandal, Vishakapatnam

were left unaffected.

Communication, Habitat for Humanity

District was hit by Cyclone HudHud on
12th October, 2014 with a wind speed of

Habitat joined hands with HSBC and

India were present at the ceremony.

Wells Fargo to rebuild the lives of families

Mr. Mehra expressed his great pleasure

in Pedda Bidda village. The ground

on seeing the completed houses and

breaking for the project was held in April

said that when the ground breaking was

2015. The project saw the community

held in April, he did not think it would be

While conducting an assessment to

coming together to help build their

possible for 83 houses to be built over a

gauge the damage wrought by the

houses. Employees of HSBC and Wells

year in a remote village like Pedda Bidda.

cyclone, Habitat for Humanity India team

Fargo also participated in several

He was very appreciative of the effort put

came upon the village of Pedda Bidda.

volunteer builds.

in by the Habitat team and its local

190 km per hour. The cyclone damaged
over 40,000 houses and destroyed
livelihoods of many people.

The village comprises 85 tribal families
who lived in semi-pucca houses. The
cyclone damaged or destroyed most of

On February 4, 2016, a 'Key Handover
Ceremony' was held at the HSBC office,
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partner that helped create this model
village in a remote corner of the state.

This is the first time that the families will

Features of HudHud Reconstruction

have access to household sanitation

Program, Pedda Bidda:

facilities. Subsequent to the training on

?
Construction of 83 disaster-resilient

health and hygiene, a committee has been

homes and sanitation units

formed that will oversee the cleanliness in

?
Access to water

the village. The youth of the village has

?
Solar energy units and bio mass

pledged to keep Pedda Bidda Open
Defecation Free.

stoves for all 85 families

?
Construction of multipurpose

community center
?
Community Based Disaster Response

Management Training on disaster risk
mitigation for 85 families
?
Behaviour Change Communication

sessions on hygienic sanitation
practices to 85 families.

"This is beyond my imagination. My
forefathers lived in the most desolate
conditions and suffered utmost
poverty. I am unable to put in words
my feelings of gratitude to Habitat for
this wonderful new home."
Janni Appanna

Build Back Better Tamil Nadu

Nadu in a deluge of water and had a

Phase 1: Immediate Relief
Habitat for Humanity distributed food and

devastating impact on the lives of

drinking water to 12,476 people in

people. More than 300 people lost their

Chennai, Kancheepuram, Villupuram and

lives and thousands were displaced from

Tiruvallar districts.

their homes.
Habitat for Humanity India's Disaster Risk

Phase 2: Humanitarian Aid Kits
Habitat provided 7,000 Humanitarian Aid

Reduction and Response department

Kits to the people in Chennai and

visited the flood affected villages to

Cuddalore. Each kit consisted of basic

assess the damage and responded with

utilities like sanitary napkins, tooth

a 3-phase intervention.

brushes, chlorine powder, towels

Torrential rainstorm submerged Tamil

disinfectants materials.
Phase 3: Repairs and Reconstruction
Habitat for Humanity India has begun
building disaster-resilient homes in
Chennai and the reconstruction project

bleaching Powder, hard Brush and
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will impact 35,000 families in Tamil Nadu.
Phase 3 of the intervention was launched
by Habitat for Humanity India in
partnership with noted Bollywood
actress Jacqueline Fernandez through a
unique campaign called 'Jacqueline
Builds'.

Jacqueline Builds
Kumar, Abhishek Bachchan, Tiger Shroff,
Nargis Fakhri and so on who showed
their solidarity to the campaign by signing
bricks: a symbol of a strong foundation.
Actor Hrithik Roshan donated INR 5 lakh
to the campaign. Habitat for Humanity
India expresses its gratitude to
Jacqueline Fernandez and to all
organisations and individuals who
contributed to our Build Back Better
Tamil Nadu project.

Jacqueline Fernandez visited the village

she went all out to gather support in

of Padappai located near Chennai on 9th

order to provide shelter to the flood

April, 2016 and participated in the house

affected families. She visited Panbai

building process along with 300

International School, Mumbai to

volunteers from schools and coporates

acknowledge the school's support and

across India to build homes for the flood

motivated the students and school

affected families. She was extremely

management to contribute to this noble

instrumental in spreading awareness

cause.

about the campaign and helped Habitat
for Humanity India to raise funds for the
relief work. From leveraging the social
media platform to meeting the
contributors for motivating them further,

Jacqueline Fernandez even reached out
to several other celebrities from the
Indian film industry such as John
Abraham, Sonam Kapoor, Akshay
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Habitat Young Leaders Build 2016

Habitat Young Leaders Build (HYLB)

December 2015, and culminated on

in housing, sanitation and hand-wash

2016 is Habitat's largest youth

2 April, 2016. Over 15 countries from

awareness campaigns and raised

movement that mobilises young

the Asia Pacific Region participated in

bricks to support more than 3,000

people across the Asia Pacific region

the campaign. In India, Habitat for

families. Habitat Young Leaders Build

to raise funds, spread awareness and

Humanity engaged more than 1 million

2016 campaign reached out to 25

advocate for decent housing. The

volunteers across 10 states. The

million people through mainstream,

campaign kicked off on the

young volunteers contributed to 164

online and social media platform.

International Volunteers Day, 5

direct home build activities, took part

7

Urban Thinkers Campus, New Delhi, February 2016
the citizens. The major recommendations
made for the benefit of the UTC, were, first
and foremost, efficient waste disposal
system, guaranteed sanitation, capacity
building so as to accommodate a growing
city, better governance with a goal of
treating all spectrums of the city equally,
and finally, technology for the growth of the
community.

The Urban Thinkers Campus (UTC) on

recommendations for the New Urban

Sanitation and Safety was organised by

Agenda to be accepted at Habitat III,

Habitat for Humanity India (HFH India) in

October 2016.

conference was to establish

Based on the discourse at the UTC, the

housing for all, sanitation for all

essential building blocks of a

and water for all. Gender equity

modernized city are Land, Resources,

will also play a key role to make

Technology and Community

urban spaces inclusive for all

New Delhi on 11th and 12th February
2016. As part of the 'City We Need'
debates run globally by the World
Urban Campaign, the UTC in Delhi
brought the voice of civil society onto a
common platform along with voices of
practitioners, activists, government
representatives, funding agencies, UN
bodies, researchers and academicians.
70 panellists and around 300 delegates
participated in the discussions and

involvement. As we hope to build a new
environment, it is integral that it is a safe

The main goal for this

people. The key actors to bring

space, there is equality on the basis of

about these changes have been

availability of services, community

recognized as the municipal

forums to raise concerns, private funding

corporations, government

in order to ensure efficiency and a more

bodies, law enforcement, NGOs

effective system to guarantee security for

gave their inputs towards drafting
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and private institutions.

Being a Part of the Change
Interview with Smt. Rajashree Birla, Chairperson, The Aditya Birla Centre for Community Initiatives and Rural Development
ET: Please tell us something about Aditya
Birla Group's partnership with Habitat for
Humanity India.
Smt. Rajashree Birla: Our tryst with
Habitat for Humanity began almost two
decades ago. At that time, Habitat for
Humanity was a relatively unknown entity
in corporate India. Regardless, when we
met the team – primarily Mr. Rick
Hathaway, Mr. Joseph Scaria, we found
that we have a shared vision. Both
Habitat for Humanity and we share a
common vision – that of making a
difference to the underprivileged people.
We found in Habitat for Humanity an
Editorial Team (ET): You spearhead the

We, at the Aditya Birla Centre for

excellent example of an NGO that is

Aditya Birla Group's social and welfare

Community Initiatives and Rural

completely devoted to building affordable

activities. What inspires you to do this?

Development are endeavouring to

homes for the homeless. We have been

proactively address societal issues, in

delighted to partner with them.

tandem with the Government. We work

Together, we have come a very long way

in 5,000 villages and reach out to 7.5

and helped house tens of thousands of

million people in our country.

people. In sum, our experience with

Transforming the lives of the

Habitat has been indeed fulfilling and we

underprivileged, making sure that they

look forward to our continued

get the support they need to succeed in

engagement with them.

Smt. Rajashree Birla: Basically it is in our
ecosystem. We have always thought it
worthwhile to think beyond oneself and
include a universe that is far larger. I am
alluding to a universe which is unfamiliar
for many such as the underprivileged.
However much it hurts, we have to
reckon with the fact that we have the
largest concentration of the poor in the
world and the largest number of the
hungry and homeless as well.

life through education, training,
healthcare and sustainable livelihoods is
indeed an uplifting experience. I am very
passionate about it.
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ET: What do you think about the

our people who do not have a roof above

challenges of poverty housing? How can

their head. So it's not just about women.

we address it?

It empowers men, women and children. A

Smt. Rajashree Birla: It is a humongous
task and all of us have to collectively
address it with a deep sense of
commitment and passion. Of course
Habitat for Humanity and we at the Aditya
Birla Group are working towards helping
build houses. But there is only this much
that we can do. I believe, in India, we
need at least 50 million houses so that
every Indian can have a home. Enormous

home transcends mere shelter. For the
woman of the house it gives a tremendous
sense of security, a sense of ownership
and it paves the foundation for leading a
life of dignity. Here, in the privacy of her
home, she raises her children, embeds
values in them, educates the children and
helps unleash their potential and gives a
meaning to life itself. This is much more
than empowerment.

resources are required. It augurs well that

ET: What do you think are the toughest

our Prime Minister is seized of this issue.

challenges India is facing today? What is

At a function in Kerala in December 2015,

your vision for the country?

the PM said “my dream is for every Indian
to have their own house by 2022”. This is
when the country will celebrate its 75th
Independence Day. So I have great hope
and I am optimistic that over the long haul,
the housing for all will be a dream come
true.
ET: How do you think having a decent
home empowers a woman?

Smt. Rajashree Birla: Housing, water,
sanitation, jobs for the country's youth,
education and training towards
sustainable livelihood, come on top of the

“For the woman of
the house it gives a
tremendous sense
of security, a sense
of ownership and it

list.

paves the

We dream of an India free from poverty.

foundation for

An India of inclusive growth. An India
where every person realises his or her
optimal potential. An India where every

Smt. Rajashree Birla: I believe, a decent

human being lives a life of dignity. An

home is the primary need of every human

India that can hold her head high on every

being. Look at the plight of thousands of

count.
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leading a life of
dignity.”
Smt. Rajashree Birla

Water Wheel: A Vehicle of Development
hand pump would dry up and they had

no more an ordeal for Kantabai and

to walk for miles to fetch 20 litres of

many other families in Aurangabad.

water every day in order to meet the
basic needs of water of every family
member.

water wheel from Habitat for Humanity

vehicle for development.

That too was also not sufficient to meet
the needs of my family. With this water
wheel, not only is it convenient to fetch
water, but it also helps us fetch more
water in a day.” Bringing water home is

in Aurangabad. Over the years, the
growing scarcity of water has become a
cause of concern for the people living in
the Marathwada region of Maharashtra.
For Kantabai and her family, water has
been one of the biggest worries. The
village has a bore hand pump which is
about 3 kilometers away from Kantabai’s
home. During summers, the water in the

fetch water which was rarely seen earlier.
Water wheel has therefore become a

really far to fetch twenty litres of water.

and three children in village Takli located

have started taking the responsibility to

In 2016, Kantabai’s family received a
India. She says, “Earlier, I had to walk

Kantabai Gore lives with her husband

Nowadays, even the men in the village

Habitat for Humanity India has provided
1,621 Water Wheels in Aurangabad,
Latur, Nanded and Karjat regions of
Maharashtra. The intervention has
impacted the lives of 1,621 families and
over 8,000 individuals.

Where We Build
Shelter Assistance - New Homes
State

Cities

Homes Built

Karnataka

Bangalore

18

Uttara Kannada

Shelter Assistance – Home Repairs
State

Cities

Homes Repairs

50

Maharashtra

Karjat

16

Kanchipuram

59

Odisha

Rayagada

50

Villupuram

10

Dahod

65

TOTAL

66

Aurangabad

23

Nanded

45

Kalyan

10

Karjat

153

West Bengal

Kolkatta

9

New Delhi

Delhi

21

Uttarakhand

Uttarkashi

9

Jammu and
Kashmir

Bandipora

12

Anantnag &
Kulgam
Pulwama

22

Mumbai

24

Pune

TOTAL

540

Tamilnadu
Maharashatra

Community
State

Location

Tamilnadu

Kanchipuram

Maharashtra Ambarnath
Karjat

Kalyan
Delhi

Location

Toilets Built

Tamil Nadu

Kanchipuram

134

Andhra Pradesh

Kadappa

100

Karnataka

Bangalore

123

Punjab

Ludhiana

1522

West Bengal

Nabagram

30

Jharkhand

Bokaro

38

TOTAL

1947

Numbers
1
2
11
1
13
7
4
39

Non - Food Items

Sensitise to Sanitise: Individual Household Latrines
State

Delhi

Community
Centre
Community
Hall
Smart
Classrooms
School
Sanitation
Drinking
Water Plant
School
Sanitation
School
Sanitation
School
Sanitation
TOTAL

State

Location

Tamilnadu

Chennai,
Cuddalore
and three
other
districts
Aurangabad
Latur
Nanded
Latur
Ambarnath

Maharashtra

Intervention
Type
Emergency
Shelter Kits

Water Wheels

TOTAL

12

Individuals
Impacted
7000

500
200
165
538
1023
9426

We express our deepest gratitude towards our supporters
(January 2016 to June 2016)
CORPORATES

M. K. Tata Trust

Accor Group of Hotels

Made Easy for You

Aditya Birla Group

Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd.

AIG Data Services Pvt. Limited

Monsanto Holdings Pvt. Limited

Amazon

Mphasis Limited

Applied Materials Foundation

NetApp India Pvt. Limited

A & A Dukaan Financial Services Pvt. Limited

Nissan India

B1G1 Givings

Northern Operating Services Pvt. Ltd. (Northern Trust)

Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Palmer Foundation

Bharathi Cement Corporation Private Limited

Pfizer Ltd

Billion Bricks

Prudential Process Management Services

Bloomberg Data Services (India) Pvt. Limited

PWC India Foundation

BMW India Private Limited

Samsung C & T

Castrol India Limited

Standard Chartered Bank

Cisco Systems

Standard Chartered Private Equity (I) Pvt Ltd

Citi India

Synechron Technologies Pvt Ltd

Credit Suisse

United Way of India & United Way of Mumbai

Computer Sciences Corporation India Pvt. Limited

VVF Ltd

Dow Chemical International Pvt. Limited

Wells Fargo India Solutions Pvt. Limited

Eicher Group Foundation

Western Outdoor Interactive Pvt. Limited

Ernst & Young GBS India Pvt Ltd

Willis Processing Services (India) Private Limited

Exxonmobil Co. India Pvt. Ltd.
HDFC Standard Life Insurance Company Limited

VOLUNTEERS - CORPORATES

Hero Motocorp Limited

ACI Worldwide

Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO)

ASK Group

Ingersoll Rand India Limited

Bloomberg Data Services (India) Pvt. Limited

JSPL Foundation

BNI Group

KLA-Tecnot Foundation

Cholayil Pvt. Ltd.

Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited

CIS

KPMG Foundation

CISCO Systems
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Cook India

Billabong School, Malad

Credit Suisse

CHABITAT, Japan (Campus Chapter)

Credit Suisse

Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University

DCNS

Guru Ram Das School of Planning

D-Mart

JBCN Intl. School, Malad

ERM

Nihon University - Japan

FedEx

Oakridge school, Vizag

GMS

Podar International School - IB

Google

Ridley College, Canada

Hotel Atithi, Pondicherry

Sacred Heart School, Mumbai

HSBC

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal

JLL India

Seeds of Peace

Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited

Sreenidhi International School - Hyderabad

KPMG

St. Johns School, Canada

Lowe’s Services India Pvt. Ltd.

Stonehill International School, Bangalore

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited

The Cathedral and John Connon School

Mphasis Ltd

WHABITAT, Japan (Campus Chapter)

Netapp India Pvt. Ltd.
Northern Operating Services Pvt. Ltd. (Northern Trust)
Novotel

Media Support

Pfizer Ltd

Fever 91.9 FM

PNB MetLife

PVR Cinemas

Prudential Process Management Services

Bollywood Hungama

Qualcomm
Samsung C & T

Individual donors

Tata Housing Development Company Ltd.

Hrithik Roshan

US Consulate

Geetha Narayanaswamy

Watsun

Sriram Vasudevan
K Srinivasa Iyer Charitable Trust

Volunteers - Schools

Manoj M Joshi

American British Academy, Oman

Dinanath Yeshwant Ogale

American School of Bombay
Amity University
Aoyama Gakuin University, Japan
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Habitat for Humanity India’s vision is a world where everyone has a decent place to live. Anchored by the conviction that housing provides a
critical foundation for breaking the cycle of poverty, Habitat for Humanity India works with low-income, marginalized families to build homes, to
provide housing-related services and raises awareness for adequate housing and sanitation. Since its inception in 1983, Habitat for Humanity
India has touched the lives of 6,54,757 individuals across 20 states and aims to support 25,00,000 individuals by 2020. The core area of our
work is: Shelter Assistance, Sanitation and Disaster Risk Reduction and Response.

A-301, Everest Chambers, Marol Naka, Andheri Kurla Rd, Andheri (E),
Mumbai – 400 059 Tel : 91-22-2920 9851/52

