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Corporate Philanthropy

Bringing school closer

Two hundred children can
now walk to school instead
of commuting

A2 ntemal award of $50,000; a
decision by the directors of
Tujitsu that, instead of being distrib-
uted amony the staff, the money
would be donated for some worthy
cause; and, far away from the $40.6-
billion information technology and
communications ~ solutions major
headquarters in Tokyo, 200 children
from the Jimmy Carter Work Project
(cwe) village at Patan, near Lonavla
in Maharashtra, got a new school
And it's not only the children who
benefit: some of their mothers, who
are qualified teachers, will be able to
do their jobs much closer to their
homes.

“Our employees at various levels
also contributed money and time for
the project,” says Masayuki Tokuda,
executive vice-president, Fujitsu Con-
sulting, who inaugurated the schaol -
built by the Georgia, US-based global
notor-profit organisation Habitat
for Humanity (1), Starting with the
coming academic year, boys and gitls
from not only the 100-dwelling jcwr
village but also the surrounding vil-
lages, will have a much shorter trip to
attend classes. “Children represent
the greatest potential for any nation,
provided they have an opportunity to
lcamn. On behalf of all 150,000
employees of Fujitsu worldwide, we
hope that our support of this project
will enable these children to learn
new knowledge and skills, and open a
whole new world of opportunity for
each one of them,” Tokuda says.

“Many of our employees here put
in many hours of shramdaan too,”
says Jitendra Tanna, vice-president of
the Pune-based Fujitsu Consulting
India Ltd. The company’s Indian
operation, now more than 1,300 peo-
ple strong, does not only offshore
work for the glabal parent but also has
asizeable local market.

Fujitsu, the world's third-largest T
services provider and Japan’s market
leader, regularly associates itself with

Tokuda Hopes to open a new world for
wnderprivileged chldren

local community development pro-
jects through initiatives such as blood
donation camps, road repair activi
ties, participation in the Pune inter-
national  marathon  for  ams.
awareness. Fujitsu Consulting India
has also regularly partnered local
NGOs such as Vidya Jyoti, Sparrows
and Deep Griha, to provide funding
and support for their respective com-
munity initiatives.

Alandmark step
“This is a small but laridmark step,”
says Peter Selvarajan, o, 14 imdia,
“The support of large, reputed and
professional corporations like Fujitsu
will encourage many more corporates
to come forward and support our
IndiasuiLps national housing cam-
paign for providing safe and decent
homes to 50,000 families over the
next five years.” Adds Amitkumar
Banerje, director of the local non-
governmental organisation Samparc:
“We are working towards getting gov-
ernment approvals for starling the
school in June 2007.”

The 100 houses, built on land

acquited by 54K, was also supported
by Citigroup, Selvarajan  explains.

“They contributed §1 million for the
organisation's India activitics
 last year and again this year,”
Zhe says. The Pawn project,
where Carter himself worked
hands-on when he came to
inaugurate it last year, involves
an investment of Rss0 lakh. The
buyers have (o pay Rs25,000
down and the rest in instal-
ments over eight years. s is
building 5,000 houses acrass
India this year, 3,000 of them in
the southern states - especially
in arcas affected by the tsunami
that hit India’s eastern coast in
December 2004
Vipul Shah, cxo, Dow
Chemicals Asia, and a director,
Haindia, says his company has
contributed more than sl
crore to the organisation’s pro-
jects this year. “We have been
supporting it globally for the
past 10 vears, and have donated
about RIS crore, as well as
products_and services worth
another Rs25 crore,” he says.
“Our employees also volunteer for
shramdaan regularly.”

Hai, @ 25-yearold_ organisation
that now has activities in 2,000 com-
munities in 80 countries around the
world, has built over 100,000 houses
50 far and sold them on the same no-
profit basis. Working on a mission to
combat poverty and homelessness
around the world, it has had a pres
ence in India since 1983, Indianurtns
is a campaign 1o provide beter hous-
ing for 250,000 low-income Indians
overthe next five years, and o inspire.
others to develop innovative housing
solutions for the 315 million Indians
who dont have safe and decent
homes

The jewr school is a bonus for a
small fraction of the multitude that
forms the half of India’s children
betuween the ages of six and 14 who,
according to latest statistics by Child
Relief and You (crv), don't go to
school. And Patan ‘should offer
encouragement for the two in every

threc fisst-graders who don't manage
ever reach grade cight.
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