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Considering the relentless growth
of population, it is an undeniable
fact that the need of housing is
ever present and we continue to
focus on those who are in need
of decent shelter. It is encouraging
that we have so far been able to
help realize the dreams of many
people through our intervention
however we still have a long
way to go. There are many more
hurdles to overcome and more
goals to achieve.
Today I would like to take
this opportunity to thank and
acknowledge the overwhelming
response we received from likeminded people from all walks of
life in supporting us and engaging
themselves with full dedication to
execute our mission. The success
of the various events like the Ivy
Leaguers Build, World Habitat
Day, International Women’s Day
& Teen Build has been an eye
opener giving us a glimpse of how
there has been a rising concern
for the cause of housing for the
less fortunate.
Volunteers have been a great
driving force in the ministry of
Habitat for Humanity and have
been an important source in
mobilizing and raising awareness
in the community about the need
of shelter for the deprived sections
of our society. Volunteering for
the cause of social housing is a
testimony that if we come together
united to tackle the problems
in our society; we can make a
big difference and bring about
a positive transformation of our
communities and our country as
a whole.
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Rajashree Birla ,
Ron Terwilliger speak for Habitat
at Indian Merchants’ chamber
dinner; they also join Habitat build
of Premier University Alumni

C

orporate
supporters of
Habitat for Humanity India
rallied around Habitat’s cause
of providing safe, decent and
affordable housing at a dinner co-hosted by
the Indian Merchants’ Chamber in Mumbai
recently.
Mr. Ron Terwilliger, Chairman Emeritus
of Trammell Crow Residential, the largest
developer of multi-family housing in the
United States, was honored at the event.
Terwilliger, who is former Chairman of
Habitat for Humanity International’s Board
of Directors, is now leading Habitat’s Global
World of Hope campaign to galvanize
resources.
At the IMC dinner in Mumbai, Mr. Ron
Terwilliger said: “I grew up in somewhat
modest beginnings, and since then I’ve spent
my life helping thousands of people enjoy
a ﬁrst-class housing experience. I’ve been
fortunate enough to achieve a fair amount
of success and wealth along the way, and I’ve
come to recognize the important role decent
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Mrs Rajashree Birla at the Ivy
Leaguer Build with His
Excellency, Shri. K. Sankarana
rayanan, Governor of
Maharashtra

housing plays in the lives of families, particularly the working poor.
Those who work hard to operate our companies, clean our hotels and
keep our communities safe are the backbone of any economy and when
they are properly housed, that has a positive social and economic
impact on society.”
Various Indian corporate leaders spoke at the event, including
Mrs. Rajashree Birla, Director of Indian conglomerate Aditya Birla
Group and Aditya Birla Center for Community Initiatives and Rural
(Above) Volunteers at the Ivy Leaguer Build
mixed clay for cement, among other tasks.
Development & Chairperson of Habitat’s IndiaBUILDS campaign
and members of the IndiaBUILDS’ advisory committee, Mr. Gul
Kripalani and Mr. Niranjan Hiranandani. Mr. Kripalani is Chairperson and Managing Director of
Pijikay Group of Companies and Mr. Hiranandani is Managing Director, Hiranandani Group of
Companies.
The following day, Mrs Birla and Mr. Terwilliger joined 62 volunteers who are alumni of premier
institutions in India and abroad at a Habitat build at Kawatewadi village, Karjat, over 90 km from
Mumbai.
The two-day Ivy Leaguer Build involved volunteers who graduated from Columbia University in the
“Under the aegis of Habitat for Humanity in India, we have made some progress.
Under the IndiaBUILDS campaign, Habitat has built over 35,000 houses, providing
shelter to 175,000 persons. Our ambition is to serve 100,000 families by 2015. I urge
you to ink your support, to take our message in your circle of inﬂuence, to help Habitat
for Humanity in whatever way you can.”
- Mrs. Rajashree Birla
Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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U.S., Indian Institute of Management in Ahmedabad, Kolkata, American School
of Bombay, Indian Institute of Technology and Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of
Management Studies, both in Mumbai.
The volunteers mixed clay for cement, moved bricks and laid bricks to build the
walls of four houses as well as painted the external walls.
Mrs Birla and Terwilliger interacted with several Habitat home partners and the
volunteers. Both of them also dedicated two Habitat houses together with His
Excellency, Shri. K. Sankaranarayanan, Governor of Maharashtra
The Ivy Leaguer Build was part of HFH India’s project to provide 200 families in
Karjat with solid, permanent homes. Each house being built measures about 300
square feet (nearly 28 square meters) in size, has a stone foundation, brick walls
and tiled roof. The house has a living area, a bedroom, a kitchen and a washing
area.
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“If every corporate
believes in extending
a hand of assistance to
those who do not have,
then India could soon
turn out to be a heaven
on earth. CSR is the most
important aspect and
a benchmark to judge
a company’s heart for
those who do not have.
Wipe a tear – spread a
smile.”
- Mr. Gul Kripalani
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“Initiatives such as
IndiaBUILDS will have
a far reaching impact
on
India’s
poverty
alleviation crusade since
families will now live in
healthy, hygienic and
secure
surroundings.
Children too can spend
more time studying and
pursuing their dreams
rather than worrying
about the rain and the
wind.”

“Over the years, Habitat
for Humanity in India
has been working with
some leading corporate
houses that have joined
hands with us to ensure
that everyone has a decent place to live in.
The philanthropy and charitable offerings
of all of you are crucial in enabling us to

- His Excellency, Shri.

work toward eradicating poverty and

K. Sankaranarayanan,

homelessness in the world.”

Governor of Maharashtra

- Mr. Dino L. Touthang, CEO, HFH India

Ivy Leaguer Sponsors
PLATINUM SPONSORS

Ivy Leaguers Build In the News

Corporates

Individual: Mrs. Elina Meswani

GIFT IN KIND
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Accolade

Government honors Habitat for Humanity Chennai Resource center

H

FH India’s resource center in Chennai
been recognized for meritorious
has
service by the local government in Krishna
district, Andhra Pradesh state. A certiﬁcate of merit
was presented as part of the celebrations for India’s
Republic Day on 26th January, 2011. Republic Day
marks the date in 1950 when India’s new constitution
came into effect.

World Habitat Day (4th Oct.2010)

H

FH India organized a three-day “Let’s build a home brick by brick” event at the popular, hightrafﬁc High Street Phoenix Mall in Mumbai, western India. Shoppers were invited to donate toward
the cost of construction materials such as bricks, tiles, doors, windows and roof for a model house.
They wore hard hats to support the Hard Hats for
Habitat initiative before proceeding to “build”
part of the model house. Bollywood celebrity
Jacqueline Fernandez and members of Habitat’s
Women IndiaBUILDS committee provided
some glitz to the event.

Read More
Habitat DreamBuilders
In southern India, corporate leaders from the
real-estate industry helped build Habitat homes in Thiruvallur district as part
of Habitat DreamBUILDERS initiative. The initiative was launched by the Habitat Resource Center in Chennai
together with the Confederation of Real Estate Developers’ Association of India(CREDAI), Tamil Nadu which
represents private-sector developers.During the course of the build, Mr. Prakash Challa (Vice President – CREDAI
National / Managing Director- SSPDL) said “Though we are always hard-pressed on time, we are extremely glad
that many of us have been able to set aside a day to get involved in serving marginalised families direly in need of safe
and decent homes. We are glad that today our reﬂection of World Habitat Day and solidarity to the cause, took the
form of an active demonstration - of hard physical labour rather than an armchair lecture. We are also proud of our
Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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CEO’s and MD’s from CREDAI Tamil Nadu building
homes on World Habitat Day

participant members
who have been able
to join us along in this
unique initiative with Habitat for Humanity India.”�
Mr. Chitty Babu, President - CREDAI Tamil Nadu
/ Chairman & CEO – Akshaya homes, said “we are
glad to lend a helping hand to families who want to help
themselves. It is our pleasure to partner with Habitat for
Humanity India on this occasion of World Habitat
Day to demonstrate our solidarity to the cause of adequate shelter for all.”�
It‘s about meaningfully giving back to society, while at the same time, it‘s getting back to basics, said Mr. Nandakumar,
Managing Director – Devinarayan Housing and Property Development.
Altogether, three low-income families beneﬁtted from the free unskilled labour contributions of the CEOs/
MDs. The sheer demand of hard physical labour under blistering heat had left many enervated. However, as the
day came to a close with the last pan of concrete mix being poured to complete a section of the plinth-beam, a
deep sense of satisfaction and smile came over ﬂushed faces, with great cheers, claps and handshakes for a job
accomplished and the dignity of labour but more importantly the difference it had made to the families.

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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HFH India, Dow inaugurate three
water treatment plants

Water treatment plant

H

abitat for Humanity India, its local
partners and Dow India have handed
over three water treatment plants
to families in coastal communities in Tamil
Nadu state. Funded by Dow India, the plants
are set up in the villages of Eraviputhenthurai,
Thangammalpuram and Periyasamipuram.
Nearly 1,600 families will now have access to ﬁve
to 15 litres of safe water per family per day. “It is
a proud day for us at Habitat for Humanity, to
witness the completion of our vision to provide
these three villages with clean drinking water,
a commodity very scarce in the state of Tamil
Nadu. We are certain that this will ensure the
reduction of waterborne diseases and improve
the quality of life. I would also like to thank our
local partners and Dow India for supporting this
project,” said Dino L. Touthang, HFH India’s
CEO. HFH India’s local partners in the project
are Evangelical Social Action Forum and People
Action for Development.

Mr. Natarajan - Asst. General Manager - NABARD
inaugurating the water treatment plant
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Representatives from HFH India & its local partner
at the inauguration
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International Women’s Day celebrations

O

n International Women’s Day, 15 women volunteers from Timken India, which produces antifriction bearings and related products, worked on a Habitat for Humanity build in southern
India. The build was part of a project to build 150 homes for low-income households headed by
women in Hegde Nagar. The project was ﬁrst launched
on International Women’s Day in March 2010 and, since
then, about 50 houses have been completed. “Even though
none of us have any experience doing this, we are enjoying
ourselves. We know that this Women’s Day, instead of
listening to speeches and talking about the ‘situation’ of
women, we have done something that will help change
things,” quoted Regina Vasudevan, Timken’s Head of
Communications.

All women team from
Larsen & Toubro built
at Karjat on Women’s
Day

r ad
Indiainfoline supported Habitat India with a banne
gratis during Women’s Week 2011

Women power from Tim
ken India

24 ﬂood aﬀected families receive houses at Jorgama, Bihar under Project Ashreya. A joint
initiative of Habitat for Humanity, ACC & Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL)

Flood & earthquake resistant twin unit houses, designed to house two families.
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Mr. Abhimanyu Kar, ACC dedicating one of the houses at
Jorgama
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FH India gets corporate support
in the 8th Standard Chartered
Mumbai Marathon

About 150 local and overseas corporate
and student supporters joined Habitat for
Humanity India’s staff in a 6 km. “Dream
Run” as part of the Standard Chartered
Mumbai Marathon 2011. This is the third
year HFH India has been among the nonproﬁt organizations to beneﬁt from the
event. This year, some 571,000 rupees
(US$12,300) was raised for Habitat’s work.
Among the contributors were Sequoia
Capital, whose staff also ran the half
marathon; individual and corporate pledge
raisers from AT Kearney, Temasek Holdings,
General Mills, Enarr Capital (Nana Nani
Foundation), Fulcrum Logic as well as from
Oberoi International School. Global Habitat
Hero, Indian actor John Abraham, was also
present as ambassador of the marathon.

More Pictures
Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Japanese Volunteers build homes with
Hard
Hat Day Sept 29-3rd Oct. 2010
Habitat
in India

T

he Japanese volunteers landed in Bengaluru to
help build homes for the homeless just about the
time an earthquake and tsunami rendered many
of their own countrymen homeless. The 19 Japanese
students who were on a week-long trip to build homes in
Kothanur village of North Bengaluru. In fact, they landed
in the city on 11th March , just an hour before devastation
struck Japan.
The group comprising students from the universities
at Osaka, Kyoto and Kobe come from cities that have
escaped nature’s wrath but that hadn’t lessened the stress.
Many were yet to hear from their near and dear ones in
Tokyo.
J. Sreedhar, a small-time hotelier in Kothanur, was touched
seeing his long-cherished dream home being built by this
enthusiastic group of Japanese. “They are here to help me
with foundation work when people in their own country
are homeless. What more can I ask?’’ says Sreedhar.

“I had wondered to myself why I build house
every day. But I met many people in India, and
meeting them changed my thoughts. I knew
there were many victims in Japan but to help
someone should not be carried away by the
state border. There was nothing which I could
do then but to work hard in India.”
- Keiko Azuma, Volunteer at Bengaluru

Sreedhar is among the few beneﬁciaries of Habitat for
Humanity, India’s project.

A 20-member team from Kansai University, Japan built 2 houses in Bawana, Delhi (from February 25 for a slum rehabilitation
project. They left on March 12

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Homeowner Story

Janisa with her 2 daughters in front of her new house

Janisa Khatun
Jorgama, Bihar

A confident Janisa
Janisa Khatun hails from Jorgama village
of Bihar. Janisha presently lives with her 2
sons & 3 daughters. Her husband left her all
alone and got settled outside Bihar, after the
Kosi ﬂoods that struck her village in August,
2009. Now Janisa, who earns her livelihood
by working as an agricultural laborer in the
nearby ﬁelds, ﬁghts hard to provide basic
amenities to her 5 children.
Janisa
narrates
her
plight
when
she
had
a
kuchha
(temporary) house, “I have 2 sons & 3
daughters, though I was not much worried
about my sons but I was very scared &
afraid about the security & privacy of my 3 daughters, I was
apprehensive about leaving my daughters at home and going
for work. I had no option. But now I feel conﬁdent of going
to work & can concentrate on my work without worrying too
much.”
Janisa’s elder daughter, who now is working as a tailoring
teacher, opines, “initial days after the ﬂood were very difﬁcult
and our difﬁculty cannot be measured or expressed, we had lost
all hope &faith in almighty & were just surviving without any
hope, but when he heard about Project Ashreya it re-kindled
our hearts & mind to ﬁght our life again& take it forward. We
are not educated much, and may not be able to express much,
but we are indebted to ACC Limited, Hindustan Unilever
Limited & Habitat for Humanity India for such a massive
Janisa’s house at the time of construction
initiative of providing homes to people like us. We feel accepted.”

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Shanti Amma along with her sister

Shanti Amma
Bengaluru

My husband is proud of me
Shanti Amma’s old house is dark, with a low, pitched tin
roof and untreated wood beams that are infested with
termites. The house is kept as clean and decorated as she
can manage, though. Seven people live inside this house—
Shanti Amma, her husband, sister, and her eldest widowed
son and his three children. Five of them sleep on the ﬂoor,
with their legs under the twin-sized bed.
Still, Shanti Amma says, “It is better than the thatched-leaf
house we ﬁrst built when we moved here.”
In 1973, ﬁve years after Shanti Amma and her husband,
Krishnan, were married, Krishnan’s health
deteriorated. She has been the main incomeearner for the family ever since, working ﬁrst as
a housemaid, then as a helper at a Montessori
School, where she looks after children and
cleans the restrooms. Shanti Amma has learned
four different languages thanks to the different
homes and schools where she has worked. “My
husband is proud of me,” she says with a smile.
Other family members pitch in, too, hoping to
make enough to provide proper schooling for the grandchildren. Her eldest son sells vegetables from a pushcart
in the community, and the family makes their own brooms, which they sell for 10 Rupees each whenever they
have extras.
Three years ago, Shanti Amma joined a local Self-Help Group and has contributed savings each month. She will
take out her ﬁrst loan from the group to build her new Habitat house.
“I’m so thankful to have a new home,” Shanti Amma says. “Honestly, I never thought I could. But we will soon have
a bigger, cleaner house.”

Read Homeowner Storiesa
Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Property World Magazine of
UBM Group provided a free ad in
their Decemeber 2010 issue. The
ad valued at Rs. 1 lakh

Febuary – April 2011: Laqshya Airport Mediaprovided a free ad space at the exit route of
Hyderabad Airport premises valued at Rs.16 Lakh
in support of generating awareness and support for
Leh Floods.

Deccan Chronicle featured an article on Volunteering with
Habitat for Humanity.

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Dashboard
Families Served

Regular Program
Location

New Houses

Repairs

Rehab

Disaster Response
Program

Bengaluru

25

-

-

6

25

Chennai

308

-

-

-

308

Delhi

126

135

-

53

314

Mumbai

75

250

-

-

325

Affliate

41

-

51

18

59

Total

575

385

54

71

1031

Total

Oct 2010- Mar. 2011

Volunteers

Volunteers engaged in Construction Activities
Oct 2010 - Mar 2011

No. of Volunteers

Volunteer Team

Volunteers from India

1736

78

International Volunteers

343

20

Total

2079

98

Volunteers engaged in Non Construction Activities
Oct 2010 - Mar 2011

No. of Volunteers

Volunteers from India

213

International Volunteers

4

Total

217

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Volunteer Teams
Al-Ameen College

NABS Team

US Consulate,Chennai

Teams from
Netherlands,
Canada,

Individual volunteers from National Law College, Symbiosis Institute of Communication & Media, Sweden, Singapore, Narsee Monjee Institute of Management
Studies

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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IBM – Corporate Service Corps Programme for HFH India
The Habitat Resource Centre – Chennai, India, during 28 Feb25 March 2011 beneﬁtted from an active volunteer participation
of three highly skilled IBMers from France, Germany and
Canada under the IBM Corporate Service Corps Program. The
IBMers volunteered at Chennai HRC to develop a branding &
marketing strategy.

Cathay Paciﬁc staﬀ, Bollywood actor build with
HFH India
Twenty-ﬁve staff from Cathay Paciﬁc Airways and Bollywood actor
Vivek Oberoi recently worked on a Habitat for Humanity India build.
They helped to construct walls and
cast a septic tank for slum dwellers
in Bawana, 40km from the Indian
capital New Delhi. Cathay Paciﬁc staff previously built with HFH India in
Mumbai, western India.

CITI Group Community Day 23rd Oct. 2010

Volunteers from Citi India helping to prepare the
ﬂoor of a house on a Habitat build in New Delhi.

More than 80 Citi India staff build with Habitat. To mark Citi’s ﬁfth Global
Community Day at the end of October, more than 80 employees from Citi
India worked on Habitat builds in New Delhi, Maharashtra and Chennai. The
volunteers laid bricks, worked on ﬂoors, plastered and undertook excavation
works alongside home partner families on nine houses.

Pramit Jhaveri CEO, Citi India said: “I am extremely happy to see tremendous franchise-wide involvement of
employees in this initiative, one that is truly reﬂective of our ‘One Citi’ culture. Volunteerism is a key aspect of our
Citizenship program globally and in India. Global Community Day has created a unique global platform for all
of us to volunteer and has created a bond between employees and their NGO/cause, enabling them to consistently
contribute toward positively impacting our societies.”

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011
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Habitat Club at Bengaluru
40 students from Bangalore International School are
a part of the Habitat club in Bengaluru. The school
principal, Mrs. Anuradha Monga has encouraged
the students to organize fund raising events to raise
resources rather than bringing checks from their
parents.
As a part of their fundraising event the students washed
their teacher’s cars & organized sale (craft & bake). The
funds raised will go into build houses in Bengaluru. The
students recently donated a rooﬁng sheet, 2 windows
and a door to one of the needy homepartners.

Mrs Anuradha Monga, Principal BIS was presented with
a wooden trowel by Joseph Mathai, Director Habitat
Resource Centre Bengaluru as a token of appreciation

Similarly students from Indus International School,
Canadian International School, and Stonehill
International School have shown active interest in
partnering with Habitat for Humanity to create
awareness on poverty housing and homelessness.

Students Washing the Teacher’ s cars

His Excellency Mr. An
drew Simkin, US Cons
ul General and
Consulate employees
help in building a home
for a family in need

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011

Indus International School students make poster
againt homelessness and poverty housing
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Volunteer Quotes

“

“I worked on the roof, receiving trays of fresh concrete and handing them on to the
next person. I enjoyed most the times when I was at the end of the line, pouring the concrete right onto the
roof, trying to deliver each load in just the right place to ease the task of the skilled mason who was smoothing
and leveling. For those of us whose work consists mostly of communicating and building relationships, it is
especially satisfying to have an opportunity to do a job where one sees the tangible results at the end of the
day. We will fondly remember meeting the family and working with them that day, and offer our best wishes
for their future.”
His Excellency Mr. Andrew Simkin, US Consul General, Chennai.

“

“

The employees of Nvidia-Bengaluru had a deeply satisfying & enriching experience spending a Saturday,
building homes for the underprivileged. The event logistics were very well organized by HFH. Nvidia is
happy to partner with them and provide funding to enable 2 women supported families build their own
homes. We see this as a great beginning and look forward to a continued partnership with HFH in future.
Krishnaraj Rao ASIC Engineering Manager at Nvidia

“

“

I have heard a lot about Habitat for Humanity and always wanted to be a part of the same.
But helping hand is what it counts rather than just being part of something. I would really
appreciate the effort and thank Dell Services for making me a part of this noble cause. I’ll
always be a part of HFH and appreciate if more and more people come forward for the same.”
Sandeep Banu, Global Team Engagement Program, Senior Product Ananlyst, Dell

“

Habitat for Humanity India | May 2011

“

“

Students at BIS utilized the CAS hour efﬁciently, to raise funds through car wash, mail paintings, pot paintings
and collected funds which helped HFH to provide shelter for a family. When students saw the house during
their Build with Habitat for Humanity they felt that small contribution, makes a big difference to a family.”
Ms. Malarvizhi is the student advisor of Habitat Club in Bengaluru International School.
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We invite your support to Help Build Safe and Energy Efﬁcient Shelter for
families in Leh, J&K, India

24 safe, environmentally friendly, culturally relevant and efﬁcient houses
are being constructed for families whose houses were completely washed
away and severely damaged in the ﬂood and mud slides resulting from a
sudden cloudburst in August 2010 in Leh area of J&K, India. The families
are migrants from far off villages living in single room shelters at the
periphery of Spituk village next to the Indus River.

Read More
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Yes, I want to contribute towards safe and decent housing
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303, Dhanthak Plaza, Makwana Road,
Marol, Andheri(E), Mumbai – 400 059
Tel : 91-22-2920 9851/52
Fax : 91-22- 2920 9854
e-mail : info@hfhindia.org
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