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Everyone knows the importance of
owning a house. It may be a dream
for many, but a house is certainly a
basic necessity of life. Ironically a
majority in our country don’t own
a home, due to poverty.

Realising these basic problems
prevailing world over, a non-profit
organisation Habitat for Humanity
International initiated a pro-
gramme in 1976 to build affordable
houses for people who couldn’t af-
ford a dwelling. It was founded by
Millard Fuller.

Till now, Habitat for Humanity
has built  3,00,000 homes around the
world, providing more than one
and a half million people in thou-
sands of communities in countries
and territories across six conti-
nents with safe, decent and afford-
able shelter.

INDIAN OPERATIONS
The organisation set shop in India,
in November 1983. Since then Habi-
tat for Humanity (HFH), India has
helped 30,000 underprivileged peo-
ple to build their own houses. “We
have a target to finish 50,000 units
by 2012. As our motto is to get a des-
titute family a decent shelter built
through a partnership with a local
NGO,” said Deepak Visvanathan,
general manager of Habitat for Hu-
manity.

He added, “We are not a handout
programme. Each member of the
family is required to invest many
hours of ‘sweat equity’ into the con-
struction of their home under the
Habitat programme. This allows

members to work alongside neigh-
bours and volunteers, increasing
the pride of ownership and foster-
ing the development of positive re-
lationships within a community.”

HOW IT WORKS
Habitat for Humanity works with
people from all backgrounds, reli-
gions and creeds to build houses to-
gether in partnership with families
in need.

The total cost of a basic new
home, measuring between 260 sq ft
to 360 sq ft, can be in the range of
Rs1 lakh to 4 lakh. The cost also de-
pends on the location, labour, land,
material cost and ancillary devel-

opment expenses. A family may
choose to take a small mortgage so
they can build a new home in stages
or renovate and repair an existing
property.

HFH houses are constructed
with locally available materials that
are appropriate to the country and
region. Costs are kept low by using
material contributed locally and
volunteer labour.

Homeowners are required to
help in the construction of their

new homes as well as those of oth-
ers in the community.

REHABILIATION
In coordination with other organi-
sations, HFH provides resources
and expertise in alleviating critical
housing needs. Partnerships with
the state governments provide land
and infrastructure for affiliates. In-
ternational corporations, local
businesses and concerned individ-
ual sponsors participate in special
events or come together to help
build houses along with members
of the local community.

HFH also helps in disaster af-
fected areas. In 2004, the organisa-

tion built more than 11,000 houses
in the tsunami-hit areas. In 2005,
Habitat responded to the flood sit-
uation in Maharashtra, at Mahad
and Kalyan. Habitat also respond-
ed to the 2008 floods in Bihar.

In addition to this, the organisa-
tion worked to rebuild homes in the
aftermath of the 2001 earthquake in
Gujarat and the cyclone of 1999,
which devastated Orissa. “We can
help more people with building a
decent shelter. It is possible when
more people will come to know
what we do and how they can con-
tribute. In India there are about 25
lakh units required for the under-
privileged section,” added Vis-
vanathan.

With the help of Oberoi Mall, the
organisation is initiating an event
‘Build a home, Brick by Brick’ be-
tween December 18 to 20 at Gore-
gaon East where people can buy
bricks, windows or doors of a mod-
el house.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PLANS TO BUILD 50,000 UNITS BY 2012

Helping the underprivileged to raise a roof
Price list

Two bricks 

Rs20
Window 

Rs50
Roof 

Rs50
Front door 

Rs100
Each roof tile 

Rs10 HFH houses are constructed with locally 
available materials that are appropriate to the
country and region

“We can help
more people with

building a decent shel-
ter. That’s possible
when more people
know how they can
contribute. In India,
there are 25 lakh units
required for the 
underprivileged.” 

Deepak Visvanathan, 
GM, Habitat for Humanity

Euthanasia should be made legal in India.
If the patient is in a vegetative state from
many years or devoid of human feelings.
Such a person should be allowed to die
peacefully rather than suffer. Also if the
person doesn't have any kin to administer
medicines and drugs, the best option will
be euthanasia. It is already legal in many
countries and I think it's high time that we
too followed suit.  —Amar Sanghvi

There have been instances which have
underlined the need to legalise euthana-
sia, which can bring about a tranquil
death of a patient, in case of a chronic
and incurable disease. It isn’t killing a per-
son, but giving the person a dignified end.
Also not many can afford the escalating
hospitals bills and all the care and person-
al attention to keep the person alive. 

—Fatema Patrawala

It will be tough to have ‘rules’ pertaining
to euthanasia. It's a serious and sensitive
topic and the government should keep out
of the issue. Medical experts and reputed
doctors should have a larger say in this.
They should judge each case. More than a
fixed rule, a mutual pact needs to be
worked out. It should only be practiced on
the recommendation of medical experts
and professionals. —Pawan Kookani 

We need to understand the plight of peo-
ple, who are in a comatose state from a
long time. Their kin are undergoing silent
trauma and aware that there is no chance
of recovery. By denying the right to mercy
killing, we are only prolonging the suffer-
ing of a desperate individual. Euthanasia
seems to be a logical solution to respect
life rather than prolonging acute suffering
of a patient. —Deepak Agharkar

peoplepower

Mumbaikars want the state to permit
mercy killing in rare cases where the
patient has been in vegetative state 

Humanity comes before anything else. Without referring
to any particular case, I think India isn't ready to make
mercy killing legal. I'm sure legal formalities will be in
place, but still there will be some ambiguity and it would
surely lead to a lot of contradictions. There are cases in
the past, where patients in a coma have responded after
years of treatment. Maybe some people don't want to
lose hope. But at the same time, in some cases mercy
killing remains as the only option. But I don't think reli-
gious groups and priests will allow mercy killing to be
legalised in India. —Dia Sahni 

Should terminally-ill
patients have the

right to die?  

Compiled by Brinda Majithia

IPL stars may get bigger and better
Cinema houses have decided to show cricket matches during the Indian Premier League season from

March 2010. Speak Up asks people if they are looking forward to it and if watching their 
favourite sport will be the same in a multiplex ambience  

Being an actor
and director, I

feel it won't be a
good move, since
filmmakers will find
it difficult to get
space in theatres.
But if I look at the
practical aspect at
the time of IPL
matches,then  it’s a
great move. Even
when cricket is
shown on television,
people hardly go to
watch movies.
Hence theatre own-
ers bear losses dur-
ing the IPL season,
hence it is better to
find an alternative
to draw people to
theatres. People will
enjoy the ambience
of a theatre, since
they will be  watch-
ing cricketing stars
on a big screen. It is
fun to watch in a
group instead of
watching it with a
few people at home.
I will watch  crucial
matches in the the-
atre.

—Rohit Roy, actor 

Will watch
crucial
matches 

T his is a great
change for

cricket lovers. I have
a home theatre sys-
tem at home, so I
hardly go to multi-
plexes for watching
movies. But I will go
to watch an IPL
match, at least once.
If I like the experi-
ence, ambience and
my friends can
spare some time, I
will go again. But
I’m unsure if the
concept will be a hit
or if it will work
successfully. Firstly
people have a habit
of watching match-
es while relaxing at
home. Secondly, the
price factor may de-
ter them, people
may find shelling
out Rs100-200 for a
match steep. The pe-
riod will be difficult
for filmmakers, but
they can use the
time to think about
new projects.

—Amarr 
Upaddhyay,

TV actor

Steep price
will act as
a deterrent 

The decision of multiplex chains to show cricket matches
instead of films during the Indian Premier League season is a

great idea. I’m sure many will flock to theatres.
The experience will be different on a big
screen, people will come to watch the matches.
It also means multiplexes will make good
money through IPL. It’s a new concept and it
will definitely help cricket. Moreover, it can
make the IPL format more popular. It will also

provide more opportunities to the game. 
—Ajit Wadekar, former cricketer

Can make IPL format popularMovie business may be affected 
Cricket competes with the Indian film industry for attention
of the audience. One can witness a decrease in ticket sales,

during important series and IPL tournaments.
Now that multiplexes will show IPL matches, I
think it might affect the business a little bit
mainly during crucial matches. Otherwise, I
don’t think it will matter that much. Presently,
the movie release dates for the year 2010 have
not yet been announced, so we will just have to
wait and watch who skips the IPL season and

who is ready to face the challenge. 
—Taran Adarsh, trade analyst

Multiplexes will
screen IPL match-
es because, it
fetches the
money. They have
nothing to do with
the love and pas-
sion of the game.
They will conduct
the show, if they
get a good
response and
there are more
footfalls.
Otherwise they
will go back to
screening movies. 

—Dilip
Vengsarkar, 

former Indian
cricket captain

and chief selector

Being a true cricket fan, I usually
enjoy the match at
home with family or go
out with friends and
watch the match in an
informal ambience. IPL
matches are exciting
and it is a nail-biting
experience. I would like

to be in a comfortable setting with
friends and food around. Watching
the match in a multiplex will a great
experience, I may go for a couple of
matches, but otherwise I prefer
watching movies in multiplexes
rather than cricket. 

—Amrita Mondal 

Rather watch films
in multiplexes 

This seems to be good news, for
cricket fans. They
always wanted to watch
cricket on the big
screen. Apart from a
few clubs and sports
bars, there aren't many
options to watch match-
es on a larger screen.

So I'm looking forward to watching
the matches in multiplexes. People
won't mind paying any amount, if
they are getting a ‘value for money’
experience. This will change the way
people view matches and cricket in
India.  

—Sandeep Jadhav 

Great to watch on 
larger screen

For lakhs of cricket fans, a multiplex
experience will be
great; there can't be
anything better than
this. It will be a differ-
ent experience, to
watch a match in a the-
atre. I will try and catch
atleast one match. But I

prefer to watch a match in a sports
bar or a pub with friends. Somehow I
feel the atmosphere in a pub will be
a lot more casual than in a multiplex.
Also, I don't think everyone will find
it easy to afford going to multiplexes
regularly, since tickets may be too
expensive. —Priyanka Bedi

Watching game in 
pubs is exciting 

W e have exhibited sports events like T20 World Cup, FIFA
Cup in the past and have witnessed 100% occupancy.

Cricket is a passion in India and I’m sure we will see many
fans coming to multiplexes for a better cricketing experience.
No good movies are releasing during the 45-day period, so

fans won’t have to choose between cinema and cricket. Late-
ly, there has been no good Bollywood content, hence people
have stopped visiting multiplexes. Exhibiting cricket will
bring us additional revenue and footfalls.

—Devang Sampat, senior vice-president, Cinemax

IPL tournament will surely get us more revenue and footfalls
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Yesterday’s solution

sudoku

big shout

Download SUDOKU on your mobile for Rs 99 per game. SMS
<SDK>to 57575. Only on GPRS WAP enabled mobile sets. 

49% NO

Today’s Question
Are you looking forward to watching IPL matches
in multiplexes?

Brinda Majithia, Meghna Sharma and Nitin Kumar 

team speak up

GET IN TOUCH: Please email us your views at 
ssppeeaakkuupp@@ddnnaaiinnddiiaa..nneett, or call on 022- 43888455 or post 

feedback to DNA Wing, 1st Floor, Oasis Complex, Kamala Mills
Compound, PB Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013

Fill each of the blank boxes with the number grid from 1-9, and the
letter grid from A-I with no letters or numbers repeating in vertical,
horizontal rows or 3x 3 grids. Do not repeat any letters in a line.
Each puzzle has only one solution.

How to
play

51% YES

COMMUNITIES
HOUSING ACTIVISTS


