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undreds of youth from across Mumbai 
celebrated performances by local artists 
in an evening of music, song and dance 
on January 14, 2012 at the Bandra fort 

Amphitheatre, Land’s End, Bandra, Mumbai. 
The event launched Habitat for Humanity’s 
YouthBUILD campaignamong the youth to 
promote safe, secure, decent and affordable 
shelter for families in need.

Local artists AditiBhagwat, Merlin DeSouza, 
Colour Compound, Shazneen, PetulaRodricks 
and India’s hottest young saxophonist Rhys 
Sebastianand the legendary Merlyn DeSouza 
enthralled the audience with a blend of Indian 
classical, jazz, rock and dance performances. 
The crowd swayed to the music of one of India’s 
most sought-afterflautists, AshwinSrinivasan 
and his band the Bombay Project. 

An introduction to Habitat for Humanity’s 
work across the globe and in India by 
Nareshkarmalker(Director, Capital Campaign, 
IndiaBUILDS, Habitat for Humanity India) 
was followed by a power-point presentation 
on YouthBuild and on how youth can 
promote the cause through social networking 
as a part of the campaign by Cdr. Deepak 
Visvanathan, Director, Technical Services & 
Operations, Habitat for Humanity India and 
Coordinator,YouthBUILD India. YouthBuild 
India Brand Ambassador Snehkoticha vividly 
shared the experience of her first Habitat build 
at the young age of sixteen. She emphasized 
how the completion of the project not only 
resulted in shelter and a healthier life for one 
family, but also gave a girl child access to 

education. Sneh, scion of the koticha business 
family, has been instrumental in making her 
family concerns ASK Finance and Pashmina 
Developers, into two of Habitat for Humanity 
India’s biggest supporters.

Youth icon and Bollywood actor PurabKohli 
texted a message to the audience encouraging 
youth to take action. “There is great joy in 
being part of the building of someone’s home,” 
the actor shared. “I support Habitat and 
YouthBUILD and if the gathering today is 
interested, then people can go online and create 
their own page and bring in all their friends and 
family too.”

“there is 
great joy in 

being part of 
the building 

of someone’s 
home.”

~ purab Kohli

A celebration of music 
and dance kicks off 
Habitat for Humanity’s 
YouthBuild campaign 
to promote decent and 
affordable shelter for 
families in need.

Rhythms of Social Change
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In this exciting new initiative for 2012, 
Habitat for Humanity’s YouthBUILD 
calls together all concerned young 
people to build homes, communities 
and hope. You will be joining other 
young volunteers from China, 
Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand 
to physically build homes as well as 
raise awareness and support through 
their social and digital networks. 
Habitat for Humanity India is looking 
for 500 onsite YouthBUILD champions 
wanting to roll up their sleeves and 
make a difference by building homes 
at Habitat sites around Mumbai, 
Bengaluru, Delhi and Chennai on May 
12, 2012. In addition, you can be part 
of a 25,000 strong army of youth across 
India who will join thousands others in 
Asia in going online, creating their own 
pages and inviting their friends, families 
and colleagues to support, volunteer 
and fundraise for Habitat through your 
social and digital networks.

Habitat for Humanity ambassadors 
like China’s Jet Li, Indonesia’s 
DelonThamrin, India’s Jacqueline 
Fernandez, PurabKohliand others 
as well as the Philippines’ Manny 
Pacquiao and Matteo Guidicelli are 
‘YouthBUILD heroes’ expected to 
support the campaign.

Through the next five months, 
young people across Asia will be 

raising a clarion call for ending 
poverty housing in the digital 
space. Activity will peak on May 
12, when thousands of youth 
will simultaneously build houses 
in China, India, Indonesia, the 
Philippines and Thailand.

Habitat for Humanity’s vision 
is a world where everyone has a 
decent place to live. Sign up today 
and be part of a national initiative 
to help 100,000 families achieve 
safe, decent homes by 2015. To be 
a part of YouthBuild and create 
your own support page, visit:  
www.habitatyouthbuild.org/india. for more information, log on to 
www.habitatindia.in or drop a mail to info@hfhindia.org

Ara Johannes
Sr. Manager – Communications

Habitat for Humanity India

the United Nations estimates that more 
than 500 million people in the Asia-pacific 
region live in slums, representing more 
than half of the world’s slum dwellers. the 
government of India estimates that the 
housing deficit in India is nearly 40 million 
— that means, nearly 200 million Indians 
have no place to call home. Moreover, 
more than 60 percent of India’s estimated 
180 million dwellings are temporary or in 
a dilapidated condition. 

A scintillating dance performance by Aditi Bhagwat
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